
Archaeology: 



For the following case study, say which of the options you personally think is best. 

================================================================


The Government has planned a major road building project which will provide a much needed second entrance to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv as the rush hour traffic makes the queues very long on the single road into the capital. The government have so far spent £5,000,000 out of a total budget of £7,000,000 on the project and most of the building has already been done. This very week there has been a major archaeological find at the site of one of the places that needs to be demolished to build the road,
The ultra-orthodox Rabbis have said that this site contains remains of Jewish graves and that therefore under halacha (Jewish law) the road cannot take that route and the site cannot be touched.  The archaeologists however are very excited about the find and want to stop the building work until they can look at the site and the graves and discover more about life in ancient Israel 3,000 years ago. The only other realistic alternative to the current road route at this point would more than double the project’s costs, costing a total of £15,000,000.

20,000 Haredim gather on a weekday morning at the site to demonstrate against the continuation of the road project and to prevent the archaeologists from exploring the site. The archaeologists on the other hand present a demand to the Knesset that they must be allowed to examine the site in the interests of furthering our knowledge. The demonstration means the bulldozers are forced to stop work, at least for the moment, until the authorities can decide what to do. Which of the following statements best sum up your feelings about the situation: You must pick one of the statements, even if none of them sum up exactly how you feel.          

==============================================================
a)
It is outrageous to go against halacha like that, it is a sacrilege. The project should be redone whatever the financial cost.
b)
I’ve no strong feelings either way about the halacha issue but if it upsets a group of Jews that much then that’s what counts. People are more important than money and if it will make them feel okay, we should just move the route, whatever the cost.

c) Archaeology is a crucial part of Israel’s culture and it is imperative to understand our heritage and how people lived all those years ago. Outmoded religious laws must not be allowed to stand in the way of that kind of understanding which the majority of Israelis would benefit from.


d) The ultra orthodox shouldn’t dominate Israeli society and be allowed because of a form of religious fundamentalism to dictate to everyone else. We should stop work for a few weeks to let the archaeologists examine things and then continue on.


e) The most important thing is that we get this road finished as soon as possible as the traffic problem is appalling. Neither the ultra-orthodox nor the archaeologists should be allowed to hold the project up at all.


Who cares!! This is a stupid argument that just shouldn’t happen in a modern democratic state and just goes to show what a ridiculous place Israel is.


