Israeli High Court rejects prison privatization amendment 

Plan to establish private prison put on hold by Supreme Court judges
(Ynet)

The Supreme Court annulled an amendment to the Prison Ordinance which allows for the establishment of a private prison that will be run by a private corporation. 

 

In her ruling, Supreme Court President Dorit Beinish said the transfer of control over Israel's prisons from the State to private hands would constitute a severe violation of prisoners' basic human rights. 

The chief justice noted that while the amendment was aimed at improving detainment conditions in Israeli prisons, its main aim is an economic desire to save State funds. 

 

Beinish added that while the High Court usually does not interfere in economic policies formulated by the government and Knesset, it takes a different approach in respect to legislation that undermines the most fundamental constitutional rights. 

 

Meanwhile, Justice Edmund Levy, who remained in the minority opinion, wrote that he felt it was too early to determine that the proposed amendment is unconstitutional, as it has not been implemented yet.

Consider this issue of privatization of prisons in Israel based on the following points:

· Privatization of prisons could both improve detainment conditions and save millions of dollars every year to the taxpayers (usually private organizations known as more efficiently then public/ government bodies).

· The money, which has been saved, can go into educational & rehab and professional programmes for prisoner which likely to improve their odds to start a normative positive life after their release.   

· Save the government valuable time and effort that can be focused on other important issues that have been neglected for many years such as education & welfare systems.

On the other hand….

· Morality- only the government should have the authority to implement punishments on its citizens.

· Private prisons get paid “per head” therefore they have no motivation to support rehab programmes inside the prisons. 

· Like every private organization, which is based mainly on keeping costs down, private prisons might decide to save money in every possible way and to supply the prisoners with only very minimal services.       

If you were members of the Israeli Supreme Court, would you decide on giving this programme a chance (at least for a trial period in one of the prisons) or totally ban it? 

